KARAN

Issue No. 11 annual neWSIQ'I"l'er‘ August 2008

Reaching Out

CENTRE FOR EDUCATION & REHABILITATION
OF CHILDREN AND YOUNGSTERS WITH DIFFERENT ABBILITIES

For private circulation only




ANNOUNCEMENT

KIRAN Suryoday at B 30/1D, Gangabagh Colony Lanka, Varanasi - 221 005
isnow converted into KIRAN's City Hostel & Awareness Centre. City Hostel

will be helpful to our youngsters who are studying in Varanasi city. Now
these youngsters can save their precious time for study than wasting time in
travelling from KIRAN Village to Varanasi city and back everyday. Two new
shops are now opened : Suryoday Bakery Shop and Suryoday Handicraft
Shop at Assi and Dumrao Colony respectively. Addresses and contact

numbers are given on back page. KIRAN Suryoday Sho.
NOTE: Please use the above address for using COURIER Service.
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OUR SINCERE THANKS TO YOU!

Dear friends, project partners and our well-wishers,

While remembering your goodwill and precious help, we express our
thankfulness to you that without your help KIRAN would not be able to help to
hundreds of needy disable children and their family.

To all of you, through this Newsletter, we extend our sincere thanks!!!




KIRAN’s Newsletter is published
annually by KIRAN Society. Its
objective 1s to share with all our friends
about the activities in KIRAN and to
create a net of links among us so that
together we can help towards more

awareness about the life of differently-

able people.

The newsletter is distributed free of cost.
However, any contribution to defray the
cost of production or even to cover the
postal expenses will be highly
appreciated.

For more information, please write to :

KIRAN Centre
Madhopur, P.O. Kuruhuan
P.O. Box 5032, Varanasi - 221 005
U.P. (India)
Phone : 0542-2670165,2670166
0542-2670569-0571

E-mail : mail@kiranvillage.org
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EDITORIAL

The growth of KIRAN does not mean only the expansion of its physical boundary.
KIRAN's growth includes the expansion of its work periphery; work-experience of the
organization & its employees; its environment; reliance & confidence of its
beneficiaries - alumni, disabled children and their parents. More than this the like-
minded people and organizations, stakeholders have their trust on KIRAN and on its
work. Therefore, increased contacts, growing friendships and exchanges of expertise
are factors of KIRAN's reaching out.

KIRAN is already in its way facilitating other organizations as a resource centre:
for support of technical expertise, therapies, caliper and other mobility aids. Our short-
term training activities: Mother & Child Training, Animator's Training have proved
very useful and successful. We have initiated and are still in process to increase trades of
vocational training. This year we have also expanded our Income Generation Program
wider so as to facilitate more and more of our youngsters and their parents towards their
social integration. Increasing demand of orthopaedic surgery undertaken in our camp
has been an inspiration.

We are proud to say that our alumni have put their foot in universities, working in
other organizations and some have their own business settlement.

The process of establishing a human resource training centre has already started.
Our efforts to pioneering the idea of inclusive education in northern India is all set with
necessary preparations,

At such a turning point, it is apt to go with the theme of the current issue of our
annual Newsletter- REACHING OUT. Our children, staff and friends have contributed
their write-ups, poems, pictures and activity-reports to exemplify that KIRAN is
reaching out.

KIRAN Festival 2008 is likely to be held in different way. Like other years, [ am
hopeful that people will support us to make 1t successful.

With this, [ thank all for their precious support - project partners, friends- donors
without which KIRAN could not have helped out so many children with special need.

I also thank those who have contributed their efforts, directly or indirectly to bring
out this issue successfully.

Dr. D.K. Sahoo
Editor
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FROM DIRECTOR'S DESK

Dear friends,

If you are among those who have visited the KIRAN Village some years ago and come
here again today, you would surely tell us that there is constantly something getting
changed and built up again.... Yes, due to the first nature-friendly type of construction
with mud-blocks, in 1996, we were obliged to re-do all the small buildings again.
Although this was quite a lot of trouble and
increase of cost, I finally am happy of it, since
now our little houses have kept their natural,
friendly look, but are strongly built. And on the
top of it, our team of masons and general
services have gained a lot of experience in this
field... At present it is the CP-special-school-
building which is undergoing this
“transformation”: we keep the roof as it is,
supported by an 1ron structure, but un-do the
mudblock-wall, then rebuild this one with
baked bricks. This allows us to make some
necessary changes in the size and arrangement
of the rooms. After this CP-building there 1s
only one more hostel and a part of the primary-
school-structure with library which need to get
re-done. The hostel 1s the one attached to our
small swimming-pool which we shall now
arrange in such a way that the children can use
it also during the colder seasons, with a solar-energy-water-heating system. And the
building will at last become the long-awaited “RAVI-NIVAAS” where our now 14 year-
old Ravi will reside, along with 2-3 other CP-children whom we shall accept for a short
term stay, so as to give a time of respite to the parents. We envisage that we can do this,
because there 1s less need now for hostel-facility for polio-affected children, due to less
new infections of this terrible illness; thank God, the vaccination-campaign has reduced
the number of new cases.

But I intended to write a short word of introduction to this Newsletter which has as
its theme “ REACHING OUT “ ... One might wonder what this information about our
construction-works has to do with “reaching-out” ? Well, I very much think that beside

those activities which we can easily register and write statistics about, there 1s another
kind of reaching-out, And that is called: “THE SMILE OF ACHILD”.

Sangeeta J.K.
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